CHAPTER  II

THE MEDIAEVAL SYSTEM

THE Norman Conquest of 1066 brought
England into close contact with Europe.
Our ancestors had suffered from isolation;
they had a literature in their own tongue such
as no other nation could boast, but on the
religious side they had little else. Not that
they were below the general level in regard
to faith or life, but that they had been in a
back-water, unaffected by modern currents
of progress. They were powerless to bring
their two institutions of the private church
and the episcopate into a working relation.
A solution of that problem was already
being attempted on the Continent, and the
Norman Conquest meant that i# England
the same attempt should be made. It is
true that in general civilization and in its
religious state Normandy was in no better
order than England. The Normans had only
just begun to be civilized, and their bishops
and clergy were rude and military. But their
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